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gat, cf. Sik in Halland, Lersik and Ormesik in W. Gotland. — There 
must have been a lively mingling of tribes across the Kattegat, and a 
regular Gotic colony must have been established in N. E. Jutland. 
Perhaps these Jutlandic Geats were precisely those famous "Geats" 
of Beowulf; in this way, we can well understand the great interest 
tåken by the ancient Angles in Geatic affairs. 



SVENSKA LITTERATURSALLSKAPET AND SVENSKA 
VITTERHETSSAMFUNDET 

Svenska Litteratursållskapet was organized in 1880 by a number of 
professors and students at the University of Upsala, for the purpose 
of encouraging a scientific study of Swedish literature. Carl Rupert 
Nyblom was its first president, and Henrik Schiick, Adolf Noreen, 
Fredrik Tamm and others among its leading members from the first. 
The society has to date issued thirty-three volumes of its annual 
journal, Samlaren, containing a large number of monographic studies 
in Swedish literature, chiefly the earlier, up to the end of the i8th 
century. Besides the annual volumes the society has issued during the 
past thirty-three years, several important publications, among them 
"Visbocker" from the i6th and I7th centuries, several collections of 
letters to and from the great writers of the i8th and early i()th cen- 
turies, and not a few hitherto unpublished dramas. Bibliographical 
studies early attracted the attention of some of its members; the 
second of the societ/s special publications was a collection of studies 
and notes on early Swedish literature, by G. E. Klemiming, entitled 
Ur en antecknares samlingar. "G. Benzelstjernas Censorsjournal" con- 
tains much of bibliographic interest. In 1889 appeared the first num- 
ber of what was expected to be a complete bibliography of early 
Swedish literature. "Svensk bibliografi 1481-1600", by G. E. Klemming ; 
afterwards Aksel Andersson assisted in the work; four numbers were 
published, carrying the record down to 1530. The work was conceived 
on a large scale; it included not only works printed in Sweden, but 
also works belonging to Swedish literature, printed elsewhere. The 
parts that were issued give therefore a very interesting view of the 
literary activity in Sweden during this period. Another most im- 
portant bibliographical publication which now approaches completion, 
is L. Bygdén's Svenskt anonym- och pseudonym-lexikon. Biblio- 
grafisk forteckning ofver uppdagade anonymer och pseudonymer i 
den svenska litteraturen, Swedish literature here tåken in its broadest 
sense of including all books printed in Sweden, whether original or 
translated, whether 'literature' in strict sense or not. Each volume of 
Samlaren contains a bibliography of Swedish literary history, at 
present compiled by Isak Oollijn. During the last years Samlaren 
has begun to include more and more studies in modern, or compara- 
tively modern Swedish literature. The volume for 1905 contained 
studies of Schiller in Sweden, and of his influence on Tegner and 
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Geijer. Geijer has lately been the subject of much careful research 
by several Swedish literary students: Anton Blanck published in 
1907 in Samlaren his original diary during his journey to England in 
1809-10, on which were based Geijer's "Minnen", published in 1834, 
and also the letters which he wrote at the time to his parents and his 
betrothed, and which were published by Schuck in 1904. The same 
author found later, also among the Geijer manuscripts in the Upsala 
University Library, a continuation of Geijer's "Feodalism och re- 
publikanism", which he published in Samlaren for 1908. Among the 
studies printed in the last volume of Samlaren we find one entitled 
"Wivallins som patriotisk siare", by Birgen Lovgren who has had the 
good fortune to discover a poem by the singer and vagabond Lars 
Wivallins, hitherto regarded as lost. Early Swedish translations from 
Byron and his influence on Swedish literature during the first decades 
of the nineteenth century are treated by Gunnar Witter in some notes 
entitled "Byron i den svenska litteraturen fore Strandherz". In 191 1 
the society published as a separate volume Fredrik B66k's Studier i 
Stagnelii ungdomslyrik. This work connects directly with the new 
edition of Stagnelius's poetic works which Book is editing for Svenska 
Vitterhetssamfundet. This society is an outgrowith of Svenska Lit- 
-feratursållskapet. At the annual meeting of the latter for 1905 a 
proposition was presented by R. G:son Berg, that the society take the 
initiative in arranging for "philologically satisfactory editions of 
Swedish belletristic writers after the reformation; with numerous 
stilistic, biographical and historical notes". The suggestion aroused a 
great deal of interest, and a committee was appointed to report at the 
next annual meeting. This committee recommended, however, that 
no action be tåken, as it seemed to them that this field ought to be 
tåken up by an entirely new society. The society concurred in the 
views of the committee and the members of the committee promptly 
,took steps to organize a new society for the above mentioned purpose. 
Svenska Vitterhetssamfundet, which at its last annual meeting in 
1912 had considerably over 600 members, has to date issued the first 
two parts of Olof von Dalin's Then Swdnska Argus, edited by B. 
Hesselman och M. Lamm, the first two parts of Carl Gustaf af Leo- 
pold's Samlade skrifter, edited by Knut Fredlund, and the first volume 
of Erik Johan Stagnelius's Samlade skrifter, accompanied by the first 
part of a Kommentar, by Fredrik Book and Ebbe Tuneld. An edition 
of Karl Mikael Bellman's Fredmans epistlar is under preparation, 
edited by Richard Steffen. The publications of these two societies 
should be in the libraries of all American colleges and universities 
where the Scandinavian languages and literatures are studied. There 
are as yet few American members of either. Those wishing to join 
them might communicate with the undersigned, care of The John 
Crerar Library, Chicago. The publications of the society are printed 
in a dignified style with clear readable type on excellent paper. 
Chicago. Aksel G. S. Josephson. 



